
How do Dahlias qualify to be an 
ADS “New Introduction”?



Classification Handbook of Dahlias (CHD)

• Over 55,000 varieties of dahlias 
have been introduced

• The ADS (American Society of 
Dahlias) Classification and 
Handbook of Dahlias (CHD) 
currently lists ~ 1800 varieties that 
have won at least 3 blue ribbons at 
dahlia shows across the country in 
the last 2 consecutive years

• How do dahlias get listed in CHD?
 



Introduction of a New Dahlia Cultivar
• Source of new dahlia cultivars:

• From seeds collected from flowers that are left to go to seed
• “Sports” of dahlia growing in garden



• Sports
• genetic mutation that results from a faulty chromosomal replication. 
• The results of the mutation are a segment (branch) of the plant that is distinctly 

different from the parent plant in both appearance (phenotype) and genetics 
(genotype)

• To propagate a ‘new’ sport one needs to make a cutting and allow the cutting to 
produce tubers to verify that the sport is genetic

Spartacus
Original cultivar

sports

Vassio Meggos Louie Meggos Steve Meggos Harvey Koop



Introduction of a New Dahlia 
Cultivar

• If grower considers the flower (from seed or sport) to be ‘worthy’:
• First year:

• Single bloom entered in “First-Year Seedling” section in a show
• Judged (blue ribbons given to worthy entries)

• If bloom received a blue ribbon the tubers are saved and grown 
following year
• Second Year:

• Two blooms entered in “Second-Year Seedling” section of Show
• Judged (worthy entries receive a blue ribbon)



Introduction of a New Dahlia 
Cultivar

• Third year:
• Three blooms are entered in the “ADS-Third-Year 

Seedling” section of show
• And/or tubers can be sent to Trial Gardens



ADS Three-Year Seedling

• Entry Tag



ADS Three-year Seedling
• Judging

• Dahlia will be scored by a 
          minimum of 3 Judges, 2 of 
          which must be Senior Judges
          at both the show and trial 
          garden
• Scorecard

• 100 points maximum
• 85 needed to ‘score’
• Dahlias receiving a
    score of 85 or higher
    are automatically entered in the 
   CHD



Non-Formal Method 
• A less formal method to have a “new” dahlia cultivar entered in the 

CHD exists
• The “new” cultivar must be at least 3 years old
• The “new” cultivar is entered into an Annual Dahlia Show

• Originator provides a name of the “new” cultivar
• Depending on the show rules,  either the Classification Committee or a 

Senior Judge
• Classifies the dahlia (provides a number) and authorizes “new” cultivar to be placed 

on the table
• This classification can also be used to enter the dahlia in other Dahlia Shows

• If the “new” cultivar wins two blue ribbons in the course of a year, it will be 
entered into the CHD



Rules for Inclusion or Deletion from 
Classification Handbook

• New introduction with a score of 85.0 or greater

• A cultivar must win two blue ribbons during the show season to be 
initially included or relisting after being dropped

• A cultivar must win three blue ribbons in the last two consecutive year 
period to remain listed



ADS New Intros for 2025

https://www.dahlia.org/member-info-page-new/the-best-of-2024/
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